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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WOMBWELL 

MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Divisional  Health  Office, 

The  Gables, 

WOMBWELL. 

August,  1950. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Wombwell  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Councillor  Mrs.  Mellor  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  third  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  social  conditions  of  your  Urban 
District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949.  The  report 
is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circ¬ 
ular  No.  2/50  and  is  in  the  nature  of  an  interim  report  only. 

The  Birth  Rate  further  declined  last  year  to  18*06  per 
1,000  estimated  population  as  compared  with  21.34  per  1,000 
population  in  1948.  It  was  the  lowest  rate  recorded  in  your 
district  since  1938  and  approximates  closely  to  the  rates  which 
were  prevalent  in  the  immediate  pre-war  years.  The  birth 
rate  however  still  remained  higher  than  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  which  for  last  year  was  16*7  per  1,000  population. 
The  crude  death  rate  was  a  little  higher  at  10*64  per  1,000 
estimated  population  as  against  10*39  in  1948,  but  the  increase 
was  too  small  to  be  significant.  For  the  first  year  since  the 
war  the  Registrar  General  supplied  a  comparability  factor 
which  gave  an  adjusted  death  rate  for  the  district  of  12*7  per 
1,000  estimated  population  as  compared  with  a  rate  of  11*7  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  actual  number  of  deaths  in  the 
district  for  all  ages  was  199  as  compared  with  193  in  1948 
while  the  total  number  of  live  births  was  338  as  against  397 
in  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a  natural  increase  of  births 
over  deaths  of  1 39. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  very 
considerably  lower  than  in  1948  with  216  cases  notified  as 
against  988.  The  absence  of  measles  in  epidemic  form 
accounted  for  the  major  portion  of  the  decrease  but  the  inci¬ 
dence  of  all  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  lower  except 
1  uberculosis  and  the  increasing  incidence  of  this  disease,  upon 
w  hich  I  make  fuller  comments  later  in  the  report,  must  be 
regarded  with  some  concern. 
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I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Chair¬ 
man  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the 
courtesy  and  many  kindnesses  they  have  shown,  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff  for  their  unstinted  help  and 
co-operation  and  the  staff  of  my  Divisional  Health  Office  for 
their  loyal  support  and  enthusiasm. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
R.  S.  HYND. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WOMBWELL 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  : 

Area 


3,850  acres 


Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  18,365 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 

(mid  1948)  .  18,600 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 


(mid  1949) 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to 
Rate  Book 

Rateable  Value 

Nett  Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 


18,710 

5,192 

£66,789 

£249 


The  soil  of  the  district  consists  of  marl  and  clay  with 
a  sandy  sub-soil  resting  on  the  shales  and  sand-stones  of  the 
coal  measures.  The  surface  is  undulating  and  the  average 
height  above  sea  level  is  200  ft.  The  chief  occupations  of  the 
population  are  coal-mining,  glass  bottle  making,  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  by-products  from  coal,  engineering  and  printing. 


Coal-mining  is  by  far  the  largest  source  of  employment. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
338  of  whom  180  were  males  and  158  females.  This  number 
is  59  fewer  than  in  1948.  There  were  7  illegitimate  births,  5 
males  and  2  females,  2*87%  of  the  total  births  registered.  The 
ratio  of  legitimate  to  illegitimate  births  was  48-28  to  1.  The 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  or  the  natural  increase  of 
population  was  139  as  compared  with  204  for  the  previous  year. 

Still  Births. 

There  were  10  still  births  during  the  year  as  against 
8  in  1948.  The  still  birth  rate  showed  an  increase  from  19-75 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  in  1948  to  28-73  last  year. 

There  were  no  illegitimate  still  births. 
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BIRTH  RATE, 


Year 

BIRTHS 

Rate  per  1 ,00 

0  population 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Wombwell 

England  & 
Wales 

1945 

183 

176 

359 

20-4 

16-1 

1946 

205 

195 

400 

22  -02 

19  *1 

1947 

252 

196 

448 

24-3 

20-5 

1948 

193 

204 

397 

21  -34 

17-9 

1949 

180 

158 

338 

18-06 

16-7 

BIRTHS  IN  THE  WARDS, 


Year 

S.E. 

s.w. 

c. 

N. 

H. 

Total 

1945 

56 

112 

63 

53 

75 

359 

1946 

56 

137 

56 

63 

88 

400 

1947 

65 

167 

72 

45 

99 

448 

1948 

47 

149 

56 

57 

88 

397 

1949 

40 

147 

45 

38 

68 

338 

STILL  BIRTHS. 


Year 

Still  Births 

Total  Births 
Live  and  Still 

Percentage  of 
Still  Births  to 
Total  Births 

1945  . 

11 

370 

2-9 

1946  . 

8 

408 

1  -95 

1947  . 

14 

462 

3  03 

1948  . 

8 

405 

1  -97 

1949  . 

10 

348 

2-87 

Deaths, 

The  total  deaths  amounted  to  199,  108  males  and  91 
females  including  deaths  of  residents  dying  outside  the  district 
but  excluding  non-residents  who  died  in  the  district.  The 
crude  death  rate  for  last  year  was  10-64  per  1,000  estimated 
population  as  compared  with  10-37  in  1948.  For  the  first 
time  since  1939  the  Registrar  General  supplied  a  compar¬ 
ability  factor,  a  factor  which  takes  into  account  the  relative 
proportion  of  the  different  age  groups  in  the  local  population 
as  compared  with  a  standard  population.  It  is  obvious  that 
where  the  population  of  a  district  contains  a  higher  proportion 
of  infants  or  the  aged  or  both  the  crude  death  rate  will  be 
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higher  than  in  a  district  not  so  weighted  because  the  death 
rate  in  the  two  extreme  age  groups  is  higher  than  the  rate  in 
the  intermediate  groups.  Crude  death  rates  are  not,  therefore, 
comparable  between  districts  unless  the  districts  are  compar¬ 
able  in  point  of  age.  Standardised  or  index  death  rates,  which 
are  obtained  by  multiplying  the  crude  death  rate  with  the 
comparability  factor,  are  comparable  because  the  weighting 
of  the  population  has  been  taken  into  account.  The  standardised 
or  index  death  rate  for  your  district  in  1949  was  12*66  per 
1,000  estimated  population  as  compared  with  11*7  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Causes  of  Death. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  in  the  following 
order  of  numerical  importance  :  Cardiac  and  Vascular  dis¬ 
eases;  Respiratory  diseases;  Cancer  and  Kidney  diseases. 

# 

There  were  6  enquiries  held  by  the  Coroner  in 
Wombwell  during  the  year.  The  causes  of  death  as  revealed 
by  the  inquests:  Cardiac  diseases  (2);  Suicide  (1);  Accident 
at  work  (1);  Drowning  (1);  Misadventure  (1).  Post  mortem 
examinations  were  made  in  4  instances. 


DEATH  RATES. 


Year 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Male 

Fem’le 

Rate  per  1,000  p 

topulation 

Worn 

bwell 

England  and 
Wales 

Crude 

Adjusted 

1945 

209 

121 

88 

11  -9 

_ 

11  -4 

1946 

165 

106 

59 

9  07 

— 

11  *5 

1947 

172 

108 

64 

9-40 

— 

12  0 

1948 

193 

107 

86 

10-37 

— 

10  -8 

1949 

199 

108 

91 

10-64 

12-66 

11  *7 

DEATHS  IN  WARDS. 


Year 

S.E. 

S.W. 

C. 

N. 

H. 

Total 

1945 

28 

66 

37 

32 

46 

209 

1946 

18 

64 

27 

24 

32 

165 

1947 

17 

65 

25 

23 

42 

172 

1948 

24 

65 

36 

25 

43 

193 

1949 

21 

64 

38 

29 

47 

199 

10 


DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS* 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1  year  . 

8 

6 

14 

1 —  5  years  . 

1 

2 

3 

5 — 10  years  . 

1 

2 

3 

10 — 15  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years  . 

1 

— 

1 

20 — 25  years  . 

2 

1 

3 

25 — 35  years  . 

5 

1 

6 

35  -45  years  . 

9 

5 

14 

45 — 55  years  . 

4 

2 

6 

55 — 65  years  . 

16 

12 

28 

65 — 70  years  . 

7 

17 

24 

70 — 75  years  . 

20 

14 

34 

75 — 80  years  . 

13 

14 

27 

80 — 85  years  . 

12 

8 

20 

85 — 90  years  . 

8 

3 

11 

90  and  over  . 

1 

4 

5 

TOTALS 

108 

91 

199 

Infantile  Mortality, 

The  number  of  deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  of  age 
was  14,  as  against  12  in  1948.  The  death  rate  among  infants 
was  41*42  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with  30*22  for  the 
previous  year  and  with  32  for  England  and  Wales.  8  deaths 

or  57*14%  of  the  total  infant  deaths  occurred  within  the  first 

month  of  life. 

The  causes  of  Infantile  Deaths  were  as  follows  : 

Pneumonia  .  4 

Prematurity  .  3 

Gastro-enteritis  .  2 

Acute  Purulent  Meningitis  .  1 

Haemorrhagic  disease  of  the  new  born  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  .  1 

Infantile  Convulsions  .  1 

Atelectasis  .  1 

Maternal  Mortality* 

I  am  glad  to  record  that  no  death  due  to  maternal 
causes  occurred  during  the  year. 
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Birth  Rates,  Civilian  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality 
and  Case  Rates  for  certain  infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1949. 
England  and  Wales,  London,  126  Great  Towns  and  148  Smaller  Towns. 

(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns.) _ 


Wombwell 

U.D.C. 

England 

and 

Wales 

126  C.B.’s 
and  great 
towns 
including 
London 

148  smaller 
towns,  res. 

pop.  25.00C 
50,000  at 
1931 
census 

London 

Admin. 

County 

Rate  per  1,000  civilian 

copulation 

Births  : 

Live . 

18  06 

16-7 

18-7 

18  *0 

18-5 

Still  . 

0-53 

0-39 

0-47 

0-40 

0-37 

Deaths  : 

All  causes  . 

10-64 

11  -7 

12-5 

11  -6 

12-2 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

typhoid  fever  . 

0  0 

0-0 

0-0 

0-0 

0-0 

Pneumonia  . 

0-85 

0-51 

0-56 

0-49 

0-59 

Whooping  Cough 

0-05 

0-01 

0-02 

0-01 

0-01 

Diphtheria  . 

0-0 

0-0 

0-0 

0-0 

0-0 

Influenza  . 

0  0 

0-15 

015 

0-14 

0-11 

Smallpox  . 

0  0 

0-0 

0-0 

0-0 

0-0 

Tuberculosis 

0-37 

0-45 

0-52 

0-42 

0-52 

Poliomyelitis 

0  0 

0-01 

0-02 

0-02 

0-01 

Notifications  : 

(< corrected ) 

Typhoid  Fever 

0-0 

0-01 

0-01 

0-01 

0-01 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

0-0 

0-01 

0-02 

0-01 

0-01 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

010 

0-02 

0-03 

0-02 

0-02 

Scarlet  Fever 

1  -60 

1  -63 

1  -72 

1  -83 

1  -46 

Whooping  Cough 

2-29 

2-39 

2-44 

2-39 

1  *70 

Diphtheria  . 

0-0 

0-04 

0-05 

0  04 

0-07 

Erysipelas  . 

0-26 

0-19 

0-20 

0*19 

0-17 

Smallpox  . 

0  0 

0-0 

0-0 

0-0 

0-0 

Measles  . 

3-52 

8-95 

8  -91 

918 

8  -54 

Pneumonia 

1  -71 

0-80 

0  -91 

0-65 

0-55 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0  05 

0-13 

0  *13 

0-12 

0 -18 

Acute 

Polio-Encephalitis 

0-05 

0  01 

0-01 

0-02 

0-01 

Food  Poisoning 

0-10 

0  *14 

016 

014 

0-19 

Rates  per  1 ,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  1  year 

of  age 

41 

32 

37 

30 

29 

Deaths  from  Diarhoea 

and  Enteritis  under  2 

years  of  age 

8-88 

3  -0 

3  -8 

2-4 

1  -7 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still) 

3irths 

Notifications  : 

(i corrected ) 

Puerperal  Fever 

and  Pyrexia 

14-36 

6-31 

8-14 

5  -30 

6-82 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 

Rates  per  million 

(Live  and 

Still) 

women  aged  1 5-44 

WombwellUDCf  Eng.&  Wales 

Eng.  &  Wales 

Abortion  with  Sepsis 

0-0 

Oil 

8 

Abortion  without  Sepsis 

0 

•0 

0-05 

4 

Puerperal  Infections 

0-0 

0*11 

Other  maternal  causes 

0 

•0 

0  -71 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Death 

Rate 

1949 

Disease 

No. 

of 

deaths 

in 

1949 

Increase  or 
decrease 
compared 
with 
1948 

Death 

Rate 

1948 

0  00 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

0 

same 

0-00 

0  00 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

0 

same 

0-00 

0  00 

Scarlet  Fever . 

0 

same 

0-00 

0  05 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

same 

0  05 

0  00 

Diphtheria  . 

0 

decrease 

0*16 

0-37 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

7 

decrease 

0-69 

0  00 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

0 

decrease 

0-05 

0  05 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . 

1 

increase 

0-00 

0  00 

Influenza  . 

0 

same 

0  00 

0  00 

Measles  . 

0 

same 

0-00 

0-00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis  . 

0 

same 

0-00 

0  00 

Acute  Infantile  Encaphalitis  . 

0 

same 

0-00 

0-26 

Cancer  of  buc :  cav :  and  oesoph ; 

(M)  uterus  (F)  . 

5 

increase 

0  05 

0-58 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

11 

same 

0-58 

0-26 

Cancer  of  Breast  . 

5 

increase 

0  05 

0-58 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

11 

decrease 

0-80 

0  00 

Diabetes  . 

0 

decrease 

0-15 

0-58 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  . 

11 

decrease 

1  -45 

2-72 

Heart  Diseases  . 

51 

increase 

1  -88 

0-58 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

11 

increase 

0-53 

0-69 

Bronchitis  . 

13 

decrease 

1  -18 

0-32 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

6 

increase 

0-16 

0-85 

Pneumonia  . 

16 

increase 

0-37 

010 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

increase 

0-05 

016 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  . 

3 

increase 

0  05 

0  00 

Appendicitis  . 

0 

same 

0  00 

0  00 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . 

0 

decrease 

0-10 

0-64 

Nephritis  . 

12 

increase 

0-43 

0  00 

Puerperal  and  post  abortion  sepsis 

0 

same 

0  00 

0  00 

Other  maternal  causes  . 

0 

decrease 

0  05 

0  16 

Premature  Birth 

3 

increase 

0-10 

010 

Con:  Mai:  Birth  inj:  infant:  dis: 

2 

decrease 

0-20 

0  05 

Suicide 

! 

decrease 

0  10 

0-10 

Road  traffic  accidents  . 

.  2 

increase 

0  00 

016 

Other  violent  causes  . 

3 

decrease 

0-20 

1  -17 

All  other  causes  . 

22 

increase 

0-80 

10-64 

TOTALS 

199 

increase 

10-37 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 


Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  Figures 


Wo  mb  well 
Urban 
District 

Aggregate 
W.  Riding 
Urban 
Districts 

West 

Riding 

Admin. 

County 

England 
and  Wales 
(prov’nal 
figures). 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000 
estimated  population) 

18  1 

16  *8 

17-2 

16  *7 

Death  Rates  (all  per  1,000 
estimated  population) 

All  Causes  . 

10  6 

12-5 

121 

11  -7 

Zymotic  Diseases 
(7  principal) 

0-27 

0  08 

0  08 

not 

available 

Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory  System 

0-37 

0-32 

0-32 

0-40 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

0  0 

0  05 

0  05 

0  05 

Respiratory  Diseases 

1  -87 

1  -48 

1  -44 

not 

Cancer 

1  -76 

1  -88 

1  -81 

available 

1  -87 

Heart  &  Circulatory 
Diseases 

3  -26 

4-36 

419 

not 

Infant  Mortality 
(Deaths  under  1  year  per 

1 ,000  live  births 

41 

37 

38 

available 

32 

Diarrhoea 

(Deaths  in  infants  under 

2  years  of  age  per 

1,000  live  births 

8-88 

3  01 

3  -27 

3  0 

Maternal  Mortality 
(Deaths  of  mothers  in 
childbirth  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

015 

015 

0-22 

Other  maternal  causes 

0  0 

0-60 

l 

0-68 

0-76 

TOTAL 

0  0 

0-75 

0-83 

0-98 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area* 

1 .  Hospitals* 

While  the  National  Health  Service  Act  made  hospital 
care  and  management  the  duty  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards 
the  duty  of  providing  residential  accommodation  for  the  aged 
and  infirm  and  those  in  need  of  care  and  attention  remained 
with  the  Local  Health  Authorities.  This  duty  was  discharged 
by  the  County  Council  and  though  requests  for  such  accomm¬ 
odation  from  Wombwell  residents  were  few  those  who  did 
make  application  were  accommodated  with  little  delay  at  one 
or  other  of  the  various  hostels  and  institutions  within  the 
county  area. 

It  was  not  to  be  expceted  that  the  complete  integration 
of  the  hospital  service  could  be  achieved  during  1949  nor 
could,  in  the  circumstances,  a  satisfactory  balance  be  struck 
among  the  differing  needs  of  the  acute  and  chronic  sick,  the 
infectious  diseases  and  the  mental  illnesses.  Such  a  balance 
will  be  achieved  eventually  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  during 
last  year  the  problem  of  providing  adequate  hospital  accomm¬ 
odation  for  the  chronic  sick  and  for  persons  suffering  from 
mental  disorders  proved  very  difficult.  The  problem  with 
regard  to  the  chronic  sick  was  made  easier  by  the  work 
of  the  home  nursing  and  domestic  help  services  and  both 
services  by  their  work  saved  many  patients  from  the 
necessity  of  seeking  hospital  or  hostel  accommodation.  I 
believe  that  as  far  as  possible  the  nursing  of  the  chronic 
sick,  and  in  particular  the  aged  chronic  sick,  should  be 
carried  out  in  the  patient’s  own  home  and  it  is  only 
when  this  treatment  has  failed  that  admission  to  hospital 
should  be  sought.  In  these  days  when  vast  sums  are 
being  spent  on  hospitals  and  large  hospital  extensions  are 
being  planned  there  is  the  real  danger  of  domiciliary  bed- 
treatment  and  nursing  being  forgotten  or  relegated  to  a  minor 
position  in  the  scheme  of  medical  practice.  No  one  denies  the 
need  for  better  hospital  facilities  but  it  would  be  wrong  for 
people  to  gain  the  impression  from  these  extended  hospital 
facilities  that  hospital  care  is  essential  for  the  treatment  of  all 
illnesses  save  the  minor  maladies.  The  home  possesses  many 
advantages  over  the  hospital  particularly  in  the  treatment  of 
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illness  in  children  and  in  the  aged  and  every  encouragement 
should  be  given  to  the  home  treatment  of  such  patients.  It  may 
well  be  that  more  money  spent  on  housing  would  obviate  some 
of  the  need  for  hospital  accommodation  either  by  eliminating 
those  environmental  factors  causative  of  illness  or  by  allowing 
the  home  nursing  of  those  patients  who,  because  of  the  in¬ 
adequate  housing  conditions,  are  now  compelled  to  seek 
hospital  admission. 

General  Hospitals. 

General  hospital  services  were  provided  mainly  by  the 
Sheffield  General  Hospitals  and  the  Beckett  Hospital  and  St. 
Helen  Hospital  in  Barnsley. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals. 

Until  July  of  the  year  patients  suffering  from  infectious 
diseases  and  requiring  hospital  treatment  were  admitted  to  the 
Brierley  Hospital  but  after  that  date,  consequent  upon  a  re¬ 
arrangement  of  hospital  areas,  the  Kendray  Hospital,  Barnsley, 
became  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  for  your  district.  The 
ambulance  arrangements  were  the  same  as  for  previous  years 
with  the  hospitals  retaining  their  own  ambulances  for  this 
service. 

Maternity  Hospitals. 

Maternity  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  were 
usually  admitted  to  the  following  hospitals  : 

St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough. 

Hallamshire  Maternity  Home,  Chapeltown. 

Listerdale  Maternity  Home,  Wickersley. 

Pindar  Oaks  Maternity  Home,  Barnsley. 

The  services  of  the  Jessop  Hospital,  Sheffield,  were  also 
available  for  abnormal  obstetric  cases,  gynaecological  cases 
and  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 
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2.  Tuberculosis, 

From  an  administrative  viewpoint  the  Tuberculosis 
scheme  worked  smoothly,  there  was  the  closest  liaison  between 
the  Chest  Physician  and  myself  with  the  fullest  interchange 
of  information  so  that  each  could  perform  his  work  in  the 
knowledge  of  all  the  available  facts.  The  duty  of  providing 
after-care  arrangements  for  tuberculosis  patients  remained 
with  the  local  health  authority  and  many  facilities  were 
provided.  On  the  advice  of  the  Chest  Physician  extra  nourish¬ 
ment  in  the  form  of  a  free  milk  allowance  was  given  to  those 
patients  for  whom  it  was  indicated  on  medical  grounds  and 
open  air  shelters  with  the  loan  of  the  necessary  bed  and  bed¬ 
ding,  were  provided  for  suitable  cases.  Regular  visits  to 
tuberculous  patients  were  made  by  the  Tuberculosis  Visitor 
and  advice  given  on  the  precautions  to  be  taken  in  the  home 
against  the  spread  of  infection.  I  am  glad  to  acknowledge  the 
continued  help  given  to  me  by  the  Council  in  granting  housing 
priority  to  tuberculous  patients  where  re-housing  was  indicated 
as  a  measure  of  prevention. 

3.  Venereal  Diseases, 

The  nearest  centre  for  Wombwell  patients  for  the  diag¬ 
nosis  and  treatment  of  these  diseases  is  in  Barnsley. 

Address  :  Special  Treatment  Centre,  Queen’s  Road, 
BARNSLEY. 

Other  centres  are  situate  at  Sheffield,  Doncaster  and 
Rotherham  and  a  patient  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease  is 
at  liberty  to  attend  at  the  centre  of  his  choice.  Treatment  is 
completely  confidential. 

4.  Ambulance  Service, 

The  responsibility  for  the  provision  of  an  ambulance 
service  rested  with  the  County  Council  but  your  Council  as 
agents  for  the  County  Council  continued  to  operate  the  Womb- 
well  ambulances  until  April  of  last  year.  After  that  date  the 
Wombwell  ambulance  depot  was  closed  and  the  ambulances 
transferred  to  the  County  Council  ambulance  depot  in  Hoyland 
The  provision  of  ambulances  for  the  conveyance  of  infectious 
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diseases  from  your  district  to  hospital  rested  with  the  hospital 
authority  who  retained  its  own  ambulances  for  this  service 

Individual  figures  for  your  district  of  the  number  of 
journeys  made  and  the  number  of  patients  carried  are  not 
available  but  it  is  estimated  that  since  the  introduction  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  the  demand  on  the  County 
ambulance  service  has  been  doubled  and  90%  of  the  increase 
has  been  in  connection  with  the  hospital  out-patient  traffic. 
While  the  ambulance  service  has  been  strengthened  by  the 
addition  of  new  vehicles,  some  equipped  with  wireless  control 
sets,  it  is  obvious  that  such  a  tremendous  increase  in  the  ambu¬ 
lance  traffic  threw  a  considerable  strain  on  the  ambulance 
resources.  Priority  for  ambulances  was  invariably  given  for 
accident  and  emergency  cases  and  ambulances  were  always 
kept  in  reserve  at  the  depots  so  that  these  cases  could  be  dealt 
with  expeditiously.  It  was  the  90%  increase  in  the  hospital 
out-patient  traffic  which  caused  the  greatest  difficulty  to  the 
service  and  one  cannot  help  wondering  how  this  traffic  came 
to  increase  so  greatly  in  so  short  a  time  and  whether  the  need 
for  an  ambulance  invariably  existed.  I  feel  that  many  people 
are  under  the  mistaken  impression  that  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  gave  them  an  automatic  entitlement  to  the  ambul¬ 
ance  service  for  all  journeys  to  hospital  whereas  the 
entitlement  to  the  use  of  an  ambulance  is  dependent  on  physical 
need.  If  a  patient  attending  the  out-patient  department  of  a 
hospital  is  able  without  physical  harm  to  undertake  the  journey 
by  'bus  he  is  expected  to  use  this  form  of  transport  and  not 
ask  for  the  use  of  an  ambulance  because  it  is  easier  and  cheaper. 
This  point  must  be  made  because  I  believe  the  success  of  the 
ambulance  service  is  dependent  on  its  intelligent  and  careful 
use  by  all  particularly  if  the  cost  of  the  service  is  to  be  kept 
within  reasonable  limits. 

5.  Home  Nursing. 

1  he  shortage  of  staff  and  the  housing  difficulties  which 
beset  the  home  nursing  service  in  1948  were  overcome  last 
year  and  the  volume  of  work  undertaken  in  consequence  was 
considerably  increased.  Over  3,000  visits  were  made  by  the 
home  nurses  and  most  types  of  illnesses  were  nursed.  It  must 
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not  be  thought  that  home  nursing  is  limited  to  the  nursing  of 
the  chronic  sick  and  the  aged;  the  acute  as  well  as  the  chronic 
illness,  the  child  as  well  as  the  adult  are  all  included  in  the 
nurses’  work.  Home  nursing  may  not  be  a  substitute  for 
hospital  treatment  but  it  is  complementary  to  it  and  has  proved 
especially  useful  in  the  after  care  of  patients  discharged  from 
hospital  following  surgical  treatment.  Last  year  the  work  done 
by  the  home  nursing  service  was  more  than  double  than  that 
for  the  previous  year  and  covered  a  much  wider  field  of  med¬ 
icine.  I  believe  the  home  nursing  service  is  ready  to  accept 
an  even  wider  range  of  duties  in  the  future  to  the  benefit  of 
the  public,  the  general  practitioners  and  the  hospital  authorities 
alike. 


I  would  like  here  to  place  on  record  my  own  appreciation 
of  the  work  of  Nurse  Carver  for  the  home  nursing  service. 
Whilst  she  was  keen  to  take  her  well-earned  retirement  in  July, 
1948,  she  readily  agreed  to  continue  in  the  service  until  the 
extra  commitments  imposed  on  the  service  by  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  could  be  undertaken  without  her.  In  doing 
so  she  postponed  her  retirement  for  over  12  months  but  she 
has  left  behind  her  a  record  of  service  in  Wombwell  of  which 
she  can  be  justly  proud  and  which  is  an  example  for  all  who 
follow  home  nursing  as  a  career. 

6.  Home  Helps. 

The  Home  Help  Scheme  was  planned  originally  to  meet 
the  needs  of  domiciliary  midwifery  but  later  was  extended  to 
cover  all  cases  of  illness  in  the  mother  and  to  include  the  aged. 
The  considerable  expansion  of  the  service  which  took  place 
last  year  was  due  to  a  very  large  extent  to  the  help  given  to 
the  aged  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  between  60  —  70%  of  all 
households  assisted  through  the  scheme  were  inhabited  by  old 
people.  Much  has  been  said  and  written  already  about  home 
help  schemes,  praise  has  been  given  and  criticism  levelled 
against  the  service  but  I  believe  that  much  real  good  has  been 
done  by  the  service  which  has  come  to  stay.  No  one  with  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  can  deny  the  need  for 
a  home  help  service  in  Wombwell  and  as  I  said  in  my  last 
annual  report,  providing  the  service  is  never  allowed  to 
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degenerate  into  a  cheap  and  easy  method  of  obtaining  domestic 
help,  it  will  continue  to  fill  a  vital  need  of  the  district  for  many 
years  to  come. 

7.  Laboratory  Service. 

The  laboratory  service  was  provided  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  in  Wakefield,  a  national  service  under  the 
control  of  the  Medical  Research  Council.  The  laboratory  is 
equipped  to  deal  with  all  bacteriological  and  pathological 
examinations  and  a  complete  investigation  is  undertaken  and 
report  furnished  for  every  specimen  sent  for  examination. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
for  clinical  analysis  were  examined  by  the  Public  Analyst  at 
Bradford  at  the  expense  of  the  County  Council. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service. 

There  are  two  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 
serving  the  district,  one  of  which  is  situated  in  the  Wombwell 
Free  Library  where  weekly  sessions  are  held  on  Tuesday 
afternoons  and  the  other  at  the  Welfare  Hall,  Jump,  where 
weekly  sessions  on  Monday  afternoons  are  held. 

At  the  Wombwell  Centre  where  47  sessions  were  held 
there  was  an  attendance  of  4,034  children,  an  average  of  85-8 
per  session.  234  children  were  seen  for  the  first  time  of  whom 
224  were  under  1  year  of  age.  1,221  children  were  examined 
by  the  doctors  during  the  year,  an  average  of  25-9  per  session. 

At  the  Jump  Centre  where  47  sessions  were  held  there 
was  an  attendance  of  1,619  children,  an  average  of  34-4  per 
session.  67  children  were  seen  for  the  first  time  of  whom  65 
were  under  1  year  of  age.  839  children  were  examined  by  the 
doctor  during  the  year,  an  average  of  17-8  per  session. 

The  average  attendance  of  mothers  and  children  at  the 
clinics,  though  slightly  less  than  for  the  previous  year,  was 
still  good  but  the  value  of  welfare  clinics  must  not  be  judged 
by  attendance  records  alone.  It  is  important  to  recognise  that 
the  primary  functions  of  a  welfare  centre  are  the  teaching  of 
mothercraft,  to  advise  mothers  how  to  rear  their  children,  to 
correct  feeding  difficulties  and  to  prevent  infant  ailments. 
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Welfare  clinics  do  not  supercede  the  family  doctor’s  surgery 
for  the  treatment  of  the  ailing  child  nor  are  they  equipped  for 
treating  every  childish  ailment.  In  my  view  a  clinic  is  not 
fulfilling  its  duty  if  it  fails  to  give  a  very  high  place  to  health 
teaching  nor  does  a  mother  derive  the  maximum  benefit  from 
her  attendance  at  the  clinic  if  she  is  more  concerned  with  the 
baby  foods  she  buys  than  the  advice  she  is  given. 

In  one  sphere  the  health  teaching  at  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Clinics  in  Wombwell,  I  use  the  full  title  to 
include  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  was  unsuccessful.  It  is  gen¬ 
erally  conceded  by  the  medical  profession  that  if  an  all-out 
attack  on  the  infant  mortality  and  morbidity  rates  is  to  succeed 
a  high  breast  feeding  rate  is  essential.  If  we  accept  this  view 
what  real  chance  is  there  of  material  improvement  in  the  infant 
mortality  and  morbidity  rates  in  the  district  if  the  breast 
feeding  statistics  for  1949  apply  in  the  future?  The  statistics 
show  only  too  clearly  to  what  low  level  the  practice  of  breast 
feeding  has  declined. 

Number  of  infants  breast  fed  for  less  than 

1  month  .  =  175  or  55-3%  of  total. 

Number  of  infants  breast  fed  for  more  than  1  month 

but  less  than  3  months311  62  or  19*9%  of  total. 

Number  of  infants  breast  fed  for  more  than  3  months 

but  less  than  6  months—  36  or  11*4%  of  total. 

Number  of  infants  breast  fed  for 

6  months  or  more  ...  33  43  or  13-4%  of  total. 

While  we  must  admit  failure  we  cannot  admit  defeat 
and  the  clinic  staffs  will  not  falter  in  their  efforts  to  improve 
the  position. 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  situate  in  the  Free  Library, 
Wombwell,  and  morning  and  afternoon  sessions  are  held  each 
Thursday.  102  sessions  were  held  during  the  year  at  which 
307  patients  made  1,249  attendances  giving  an  average  attend¬ 
ance  of  12*2  per  session.  In  addition  34  patients  made  34 
attendances  for  post-natal  examinations,  an  attendance  figure 
still  far  too  low  but  which,  at  last,  is  beginning  to  show  some 
improvement. 
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Premature  Babies. 

The  Premature  baby  scheme  launched  in  my  division 
in  August.  1948,  was  in  operation  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
year.  Each  baby  born  prematurely  came  immediately  under 
the  care  of  a  midwife  specially  trained  in  the  nursing  of  pre¬ 
mature  infants.  Once  again  the  teamwork  between  the  doctors 
and  nurse  was  excellent  and  it  can  be  said  that  no  premature 
baby  suffered  or  failed  to  thrive  from  lack  of  specialised 
attention. 

15  premature  births  were  notified  in  the  year,  9  of 
whom  were  born  at  home  and  6  in  hospital.  Of  the  9  born  at 
home,  8  of  whom  were  nursed  entirely  at  home  and  one  trans¬ 
ferred  to  hospital  shortly  after  birth,  all  survived.  Of  the  6 
premature  babies  born  in  hospital  3  survived. 

At  the  instigation  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  a 
twelve  year  survey  of  premature  babies  born  in  the  West 
Riding  in  1949  was  begun.  A  full-term  baby  born  on  or  about 
the  same  day  as  the  premature  baby  was  chosen  at  random  as 
a  control  and  the  progress  of  the  two  groups  of  children  will 
be  observed  over  the  next  twelve  years.  The  experiment 
should  prove  most  interesting  and  might  provide  most  useful 
information. 

Home  Visiting. 

First  visits  were  paid  by  Health  Visitors  to  343  infants. 
7  he  number  of  re-visits  during  and  over  the  first  year  were 
2,015  and  4,028  respectively.  1,291  miscellaneous  visits  were 
also  made  of  which  1,206  were  in  connection  with  the  Home 
Help  Scheme.  The  total  number  of  home  visits  made  by  the 
Health  Visitors  during  the  year  was  7,741. 

Ultra-Violet  Light  Clinics. 

Two  sessions  are  held  weekly,  on  Mondays  and  Fridays. 
During  1949,  98  sessions  were  held  and  2,421  attendances  were 
made.  Children  of  all  ages  attend  the  clinic  and  the  treatment 
of  each  child  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
the  clinic  throughout  the  whole  course  of  treatment. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  C.  Knowles,  Surveyor,  for  the 
following  report  dated  4th  August,  1950. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

At  our  New  Scarboro’  Sewage  Works  we  are  still 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  mining  subsidence,  but  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  when  the  land  is  properly  settled  no  difficulties 
will  arise. 

With  regard  to  Lundhill  Sewage  Works  this  Works 
is  still  very  much  overworked,  but  alterations  will  be  made  as 
soon  as  possible  to  increase  the  filter  accommodation,  and  this 
will  help  to  give  a  better  effluent. 

Sewers. 

The  only  sewers  laid  during  the  year  under  review  are 
the  ones  in  connection  with  our  housing  programme.  The 
sewers  generally  are  in  fair  condition  and  are  causing  no 
trouble  at  present. 

Housing. 

The  number  of  houses  built  and  occupied  during  the 
year  is  67,  which  have  all  been  provided  by  the  Council.” 

Water  Supply. 

Wombwell  is  served  with  water  from  the  Dearne 
Valley  Water  Board  (comprising  Wombwell,  Hoyland,  Dar- 
field,  Goldthorpe,  etc.) 

The  water  supplied  to  Wombwell  by  the  board  actually 
comes  from  three  sources  and  is  mixed.  One  is  from  an  artesian 
well,  this  water  is  of  pure  quality,  extremely  hard  (38  degrees 
Clark’s  Process)  and  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action.  Another, 
obtained  from  the  Sheffield  Corporation,  is  a  soft  water  of  a 
peaty  colour,  and  is  chlorinated.  A  third  source  of  supply 
is  from  the  Dearne  Valley  Colliery  and  is  chlorinated. 

All  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis  during 
the  year  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 
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Swimming  Baths. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,  Baths  Manager, 
for  the  following  report  on  the  swimming  baths  for  the  year 
1949. 


“The  warm  summer  of  1949  made  the  Baths  a  very 
popular  rendezvous.  The  total  number  of  bathers  using  the 
establishment  was  84.405  an  increase  of  7,300  on  the  previous 
year.  Of  this  total  24,608  were  school  children  and  1,759 
evening  class  students  all  of  whom  received  instruction  in 
swimming  and  life-saving.  Although  for  some  time  Slipper 
Bathers  have  been  decreasing  owing  to  the  building  of  Pit 
Head  Baths  and  modern  houses  having  baths  installed,  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  3,739  patrons  used  these  baths  an  increase 
(  f  273  on  the  previous  year.  The  swimming  bath  water  is 
kept  at  a  constant  temperature  and  with  a  turnover  period  of 
three  hours,  the  water  is  maintained  at  a  high  standard  of 
purity  and  clarity  at  all  times.” 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Total 

Cases 

notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  . 

66 

_ 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

43 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

30 

19 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

5 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

32 

2 

16 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  . 

2 

1 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

5 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

2 

2 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

— 

— 

Distribution  in  the  Wards. 


S.E. 

S.W. 

C. 

N. 

H. 

Total 

Measles  . 

3 

25 

10 

7 

21 

66 

Whooping  Cough  . 

6 

16 

4 

5 

12 

43 

Erysipelas  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

11 

10 

2 

6 

30 

Pneumonia  . 

— 

6 

4 

1 

21 

32 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pvrexia 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  WOMBWELL. 
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Diphtheria* 

It  is  pleasant,  after  the  tragic  outbreak  of  the  disease  in 
1948,  to  record  that  no  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  last  year. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  38-9%  of  children 
in  the  district  under  5  years  and  81-2%  over  5  years  had  been 
immunised  with  an  overall  figure  of  64*9%  for  all  children 
between  the  ages  of  0  —  15  years.  The  disparity  between  the 
immunisation  statistics  of  the  two  age  groups  clearly  remains 
and  efforts  to  reduce  this  gap  by  bringing  the  level  of  the 
younger  age  group  up  to  that  of  the  older  will  continue. 

Measles. 

After  the  severe  epidemic  of  the  previous  year  the  incid¬ 
ence  of  measles  fell  very  considerably  last  year  and  only  66 
cases  were  notified.  The  disease  was  mild  in  character  and  its 
incidence  was  sporadic.  No  complications  were  reported,  no 
patient  required  hospital  treatment  and  there  were  no  deaths 
from  the  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever* 

The  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  notified  during  the 
year  was  30  of  whom  19  were  admitted  to  hospital.  This 
compares  with  69  cases  in  1948  of  whom  56  were  admitted  to 
hospital.  The  disease,  as  in  the  previous  year,  proved  to  be 
very  mild  in  character  and  caused  little  ill-healh  in  the  sufferers. 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  showed  a  decrease  from 
1948  with  43  notified  cases  as  against  92.  The  disease  affected 
mainly  the  pre-school  children  and  no  deaths  were  reported. 

Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis. 

Though  these  two  diseases  were  separated  in  medical 
terminology  their  aetiology  is  the  same  and  the  causative  virus 
identical. 

Only  the  child  suffering  from  poliomyelitis  was  admitted 
to  hospital  as  the  child  with  polioencephalitis,  in  whom  the 
disease  was  minimal,  could  be  adequately  treated  and  isolated 
at  home.  No  definite  association  between  the  two  cases  was 
found  and  no  further  cases  were  reported  among  the  close 
contacts  all  of  whom  were  kept  under  observation. 


27 


Tuberculosis. 

7  deaths  were  caused  in  the  township  last  year  by  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  all  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  as  compared  with  14 
deaths  in  1948.  The  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  was  0-37 
per  1,000  estimated  population  compared  with  0-74  per  1,000 
in  1948  and  with  0-45  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales. 

While  the  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  showed  a 
decline  the  incidence  of  the  disease  again  rose  last  year  when 
24  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  5  new  cases  of 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified.  As  I  stated  in 
my  last  annual  report  the  basis  of  prevention  of  the  disease 
lies  in  the  improvement  of  the  existing  social  conditions  and 
only  a  limited  improvement  can  be  expected  while  the  present 
housing  shortage  and  building  restrictions  exist.  The  search 
for  the  hidden  sources  of  infection  however  must  not  be  for¬ 
gotten  as  a  potent  measure  of  prevention.  While  the  known 
cases  of  open  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  can  be  kept  under 
supervision  together  with  the  contacts  of  such  cases,  it  is  the 
undiagnosed  case  which  often  constitutes  the  greatest  danger 
to  the  community.  More  use  than  ever  before  is  being  made 
of  radiography  in  the  investigation  of  chest  diseases  and  more 
and  more  patients  are  being  referred  by  family  practitioners 
to  hospital  and  clinics  where  this  examination  can  be  done. 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  however  may  be  insidious  in  onset 
causing  little  ill  health  in  the  early  stages  which  makes  it 
advisable  to  examine  radiologically  the  whole  population,  and 
not  simply  those  with  chest  symptoms,  if  all  tuberculous  lung 
lesions  are  to  be  detected.  The  introduction  of  mass  radio¬ 
graphy  into  the  district  presents  many  difficulties,  the  services 
of  the  few  units  in  the  region  are  in  heavy  demand  and  tend  to 
operate  in  the  larger  towns  and  among  the  workpeople  of  the 
large  industrial  concerns.  Your  district  has  a  relatively  small 
population  and  no  large  industrial  concern  except  coal-mining. 

I  believe  that  it  is  only  through  the  insistence  of  the  mining 
community  that  mass  radiography  will  eventually  be  brought 
into  the  district. 
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Tuberculosis  Notifications  and  Deaths  during  1949* 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

0  . 

1  . 

2 

3 

— 

— 

5  . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

10  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

15  . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

20  . 

7 

— 

2 

— 

25  . 

35  . 

45  . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

4 

_____ 

4 

- 

65  and  up  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

24 

5 

7 

— 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  WOMBWELL 


Report  of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND 
CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 

for  1949 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Wombwell  Urban  District  Council. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  once  again  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  on 
the  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  for  the  year  1949.  In 
doing  so,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  support  received  from 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  Chief  Officers  of  other  departments,  the  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  the  Clerk  in  the  Public  Health  Department  who 
throughout  the  year  have  willingly  carried  out  their  duties. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  67  new  houses  were  provided,  all  built 
by  the  Council.  53  of  these  and  8  of  the  pre-war  Council 
houses  were  let  to  young  people  living  in  lodgings  and  resulted 
in  the  alleviation  of  61  cases  of  overcrowding.  In  addition, 
21  grossly  overcrowded  families  were  rehoused  on  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  housing  estates.  The  demand  for  new  houses  continues 
unabated  not  only  from  young  people  who  have  never  had  a 
home  of  their  own,  but  from  occupants  of  houses  who  desire 
to  leave  the  old  terraced  cottages  they  have  occupied  for 
years  and  move  into  houses  where  baths  and  hot  water  are 
available.  It  is  not  difficult  to  appreciate  the  longings  of  these 
people  who  desire  to  remove  to  better  environment  or  to 
understand  their  apparent  hopeless  resignation  to  residing 
indefinitely  in  houses  without  the  amenities  provided  in  a 
modern  dwelling. 
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Housing  Repairs. 

Worn  out  houses  is  the  greatest  problem  the  depart¬ 
ment  has  to  face  and  some  of  these  are  in  a  deplorable 
condition.  In  normal  times  they  would  have  been  included 
in  clearance  areas  and  the  owners  would  have  had  to  demolish 
them  or  recondition  them.  In  these  days  that  is  impracticable 
and  generally  owners  were  only  asked  to  make  them  water¬ 
tight  and  safe.  This  gives  no  satisfaction  to  the  occupier  or 
to  the  department  and  the  cost  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
value  of  the  property. 

However,  a  considerable  amount  of  repair  work  has 
been  done  during  the  year,  appreciated  largely  by  the  occupiers 
but  in  many  cases  nothing  only  providing  a  new  house  will 
satisfy  some  of  the  occupants,  even  though  repairs  have  been 
satisfactorily  carried  out. 

108,  insanitary  sandstone  sinks  have  been  taken  out 
and  replaced  with  new  sinks  of  the  glazed  earthenware  type 
and  improved  water  supplies  have  been  obtained  for  94  houses 
by  installing  larger  diameter  water  services.  As  stated  in  my 
last  report,  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  old  houses 
where  the  roofs  have  been  repaired  several  times  during  the 
year  but  which  only  remain  water-tight  until  the  next  strong 
wind. 


Mining  subsidence  continues  to  cause  damage  to  houses 
within  the  district  and  during  the  year  was  particularly  appar¬ 
ent  at  Wombwell  Main  Rows  and  to  a  lesser  degree  in  Hough 
Lane  where  settlement  appears  to  have  been  delayed. 


Two  old  cottages  and  a  lock  up  shop  in  Park  Street 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  the  tenants 
were  subsequently  rehoused. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district .  5,259 

Number  of  Back-to-back  houses  included  in  above  ...  12 
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1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1  )  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
Housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  1,258 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  2,244 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  .  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  needing  further  action: — 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  danger¬ 

ous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  15 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  (a) 

above),  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation .  995 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  .  1,120 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

( 1 )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs .  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  None 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  .  None 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(  1  )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  87 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  .  67 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  1 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936. 

(1 )  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect  of 

dwelling  houses  unfit  for  habitation  .  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  None 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  purs¬ 
uance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  None 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

( 1 )  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  .  None 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  None 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  —  Part  IV  —  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  .  562 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein .  1,017 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  2,917 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  222 

(c)  (l)Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  82 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  443 
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New  Houses. 


5.  Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year  : — 

By  Local  Authority  : —  Permanent  type .  67 

Temporary  type  .  None 

By  Private  Enterprise  .  None 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  15  dairy  farms  within  the  area  on  which  are 
kept  an  average  of  394  milk  cows.  The  herds  vary  in  number 
from  2  to  175  and  are  housed  in  29  registered  cowsheds. 

In  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  51  visits  were  rec- 
orded  and  a  satisfactory  standard  in  the  methods  adopted  by 
the  producers  was  maintained. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  is  now  produced  on  three  farms 
in  your  area,  one  licence  having  been  granted  during  the  year 
There  are  on  these  three  farms  an  average  of  233  milk  cows 
and  on  the  largest  of  these  where  the  herd  averages  175  cows 
the  milk  is  farm-bottled. 

Accredited  milk  is  produced  under  licence  at  5  other 
farms,  one  farmer  who  previously  held  an  Accredited  Licence 
having  been  granted  a  Tuberculin  Tested  Licence. 

Approximately  88%  of  the  milk  produced  within  your 
area  is  sold  under  licences  granted  by  the  County  Council  and 
in  accordance  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regul¬ 
ations.  1936  to  1948.  Of  this  designated  milk  67%  is  Tuberculin 
Tested. 


19  samples  of  Ordinary  (Ungraded)  Milk.  25  samples 
of  Accredited  Milk  and  3  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
were  taken  during  the  year  and  examined  for  keeping  quality 
by  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  37  of  these  or  88%  were  satis¬ 
factory.  Inspectors  from  the  County  Council  come  out  and 
take  similar  samples  from  designated  herds  and  all  8  samples 
taken  were  satisfactory. 

6  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  examination  for  the 
presence  of  B.  Tubercle,  and  of  these  2  were  positive. 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  made  jointly 
by  the  Ministries  of  Health,  Food  and  Agriculture  and  Fish¬ 
eries,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1949. 

As  a  consequence  Local  Authorities  ceased  to  be 
concerned  with  the  control  of  milk  production,  the  only 
exception  being  Part  VII  of  the  Regulations  which  provides 
for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  making  investigations  if 
he  has  cause  to  suspect  that  any  person  concerned  with  milk 
production  is  suffering  from  infectious  disease  or  that  any 
milk  supplied  within  the  district  has  caused  or  may  cause 
disease. 

Distribution  of  Milk. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  on  the  register  39 
Distributors  of  Milk,  24  of  these  in  general  shops.  The  follow¬ 
ing  licences  were  granted  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
(Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Desig¬ 
nation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regulations,  1949  : 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designation 
Tuberculin  Tested  .  1 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designation 
Pasteurised  1 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designation 
Sterilised  . 25 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 
Designation 

Pasteurised  2 

Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  10  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  within 
your  district.  These  have  not  been  used  since  the  outbreak  of 
war  except  for  the  occasional  slaughtering  of  cottager’s  pigs. 

One  slaughterhouse,  the  largest,  is  used  as  the  receiving  and 
distributing  depot  for  meat  sent  to  the  local  butchers’  pool. 
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Food  Premises,  Shops  and  Markets. 

235  visits  were  made  to  shops  and  other  premises  where 
food  is  prepared  or  stored  for  sale  and  210  visits  were  made  to 
your  markets. 

Small  quantities  of  foodstuffs  submitted  for  inspection 
were  examined  and  dealt  with  according  to  circumstances. 
They  consisted  of  :  79  lbs.  of  Pork,  74  lbs.  of  Cheese,  7  lbs.  of 
Haslet,  40  lbs.  of  Sausages,  15  lbs.  of  Bacon,  98  lbs.  of  Danish 
Sweetfat,  224  jars  of  Sandwich  Spread,  9  tins  of  Meat,  and  149 
tins  of  other  foodstuffs. 

Factories  Act,  1937* 

There  are  on  the  register  64  Factories  as  follows  : — 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  .  49 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power  .  15 

Included  in  the  above  are  13  bakehouses  of  which  295 
inspections  were  made  and  16  visits  were  to  other  factories. 
Informal  action  was  taken  requiring  :  Cleanliness  (17);  reason¬ 
able  temperature  (1);  adequate  ventilation  (1);  sanitary 
conveniences  (14);  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  (2);  and 
other  offences  against  the  Act  (2).  36  of  these  defects  were 

remedied. 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

Shopkeepers  generally  are  aware  of  the  Health  prov¬ 
isions  of  the  Act  and  on  the  whole  provide  the  necessary 
facilities  as  required  by  the  Act.  Informal  action  was  taken 
where  offences  relating  to  the  following  were  discovered  : 
Heating  (2);  washing  accommodation  (2);  and  sanitary 
accommodation  (6).  All  these  defects  were  remedied. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

There  are  24  premises  registered  for  the  sale  or  the 
manufacture  for  the  purpose  of  sale  of  ice-cream.  Manufacture 
is  carried  out  at  only  three  of  these  premises.  The  other  21 
are  mixed  shops  and  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed 
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ice-cream  only,  which  is  stored  in  refrigerators  or  specially 
constructed  containers  provided  by  the  manufacturers.  47 
visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  all  were  kept  in  a  clean 
condition. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

There  are  three  of  these  temporary  dwellings,  one  in 
a  field  at  Mapplebeck,  one  in  a  field  at  Park  Hill,  and  one  at 
Kitroyd,  Jump.  The  latter  is  still  occupied  by  an  old  man  who 
refuses  to  leave  his  caravan,  or  remove  it  from  the  unlicensed 
site,  although  a  Court  Order  was  obtained  in  1941  for  its 
removal  and  later  a  daily  penalty  was  imposed  by  the  court 
because  the  occupier  refused  to  comply  with  the  Order. 

Verminous  Premises. 

Nine  privately  owned  houses  and  nine  Council  houses 
have  been  disinfested  during  the  year.  These  figures  by  no 
means  indicate  the  extent  of  vermin  infestation,  particularly 
in  the  older  type  of  dwelling  house. 

Furniture  was  disinfested  in  nine  cases  where  tenants 
living  in  old  property  were  removed  to  Council  Houses. 

Terminal  Disinfection. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  at  43  houses  from  which 
cases  of  infectious  disease  had  been  removed  to  hospital  or 
treated  at  home. 

Disinfectant  is  also  supplied  free  for  domestic  use  to  all 
householders  who  apply  for  it. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  within  the  Wombwell 
district. 

Rodent  Control. 

Two  of  your  employees  who  have  received  training  in 
rodent  control  have  carried  out  this  work  during  the  year  and 
the  combined  time  spent  on  this  service  is  about  equal  to  one 
man  being  engaged  half-time.  The  refuse  tips  and  sewage 
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disposal  works  have  been  covered  at  regular  intervals  and  the 
sewers  were  treated  twice  during  the  year.  Allotments  are 
surveyed  as  often  as  labour  is  available  and  all  complaints 
are  investigated  as  quickly  as  possible.  Reports  of  rat  infest¬ 
ation  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  department  more 
frequently  since  the  charge  for  the  treatment  of  allotments  has 
been  discontinued.  One  major  infestation  was  discovered 
near  to  the  storm  water  overflow  at  Park  Hill  Fields  and  this 
and  53  minor  infestations  in  various  parts  of  the  area  were  also 
discovered  and  treated. 

We  have  also  dealt  with  sixteen  mice  infestations  in 
houses,  thirteen  of  these  being  in  your  prefabricated  houses. 
The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  pay  a  proportion 
of  the  cost  of  this  service  when  satisfied  that  the  Council  main¬ 
tains  an  organisation  adequate  to  the  requirements  for  effective 
rodent  control  and  complies  with  the  Ministry’s  requirements 
on  the  methods  to  be  employed. 

Public  Lavatories. 

Your  programme  to  provide  additional  public  lavatories 
has  been  continued  and  the  new  one  erected  in  Park  Street, 
although  not  quite  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year,  has 
provided  for  the  needs  of  the  people  at  that  end  of  the  township 
and  the  inhabitants  residing  just  over  the  boundary  at  Bram¬ 
pton  Bierlow.  The  townspeople  generally  have  appreciated 
this  improved  public  service  and  it  is  difficult  to  understand 
the  state  of  mind  of  a  few  persons  who  appear  to  take  pleasure 
in  the  vandalism  which  has  occurred  and  which  has  necess¬ 
itated  the  strong  action  taken  by  the  Council  in  offering  a  large 
reward  for  information  which  would  lead  to  the  conviction  of 
the  persons  who  practise  this  wanton  detruction. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Type  of  Convenience  No.  Percentage 

Water  Closets  .  5,4 1 5  98-9% 

Waste  Water  Closets  .  8  *1 

Pail  Closets  20  -4 

Privy  Middens  33  -6 
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134  new  W.C.’s  were  constructed  for  new  houses  and 
6  additional  W.C.’s  were  provided  for  old  property. 

3  Pail  Closets  have  been  converted  to  water  closets 
during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Collection. 

This  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the  Council’s  own  employ¬ 
ees  using  four  vehicles.  Two  3  ton  C.K.3  Karriers  each  with 
four  loaders,  one  50  cwt.  Guy  and  one  40  cwt.  Bantam  usually 
with  3  loaders  each  are  engaged  on  this  work.  The  Guy  has 
been  in  service  since  March,  1937  and  will  very  shortly  have  to 
be  replaced  as  it  has  become  almost  worn  out. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  towns  refuse  is  collected  from 
houses  occupied  by  miners  who  have  an  allocation  of  miners 
home  coal  and  usually  this  is  not  of  the  best  quality.  This 
added  to  the  fact  that  it  is  largely  burnt  in  fire-ranges  which 
are  not  constructed  to  ensure  the  complete  combustion  of  solid 
fuel,  causes  the  refuse  to  weigh  considerably  heavier  than 
average. 

We  have  no  means  of  weighing  the  refuse  without 
incurring  considerable  expense  and  inconvenience  and  the 
following  figures,  given  in  tons,  are  estimated. 

During  the  year  2,973  loads  of  refuse  were  collected  as 


follows  : 

No.  of 
Loads 

No.  of 
Tons 

No.  of 
Working 
Days 

Daily 

Average 

Loads 

Daily 

Average 

Weight 

Tons 

50 

cwt.  Lorry 
(Guy) 

790 

1,975 

245 

3-22 

8*06 

60 

cwt.  Lorry 
( Karrier) 

848 

2,544 

262 

3-24 

9-71 

60 

cwt.  Lorry 
( Karrier) 

782 

2,346 

266 

2-94 

8*82 

40 

cwt.  Lorry 
(Bantam) 

553 

1,106 

221 

2-50 

5-00 
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It  is  estimated  that  2.973  loads  weighed  7,971  tons. 

The  estimated  weight  collected  per  thousand  premises 
was  1 .461  -61  tons. 

The  estimated  weight  collected  per  thousand  population 
was  426-03  tons. 

The  average  estimated  amount  of  refuse  collected  from 
each  house  during  the  year  is  1  ton  9-2  cwts. 

Disposal. 

All  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  but 
there  is  a  serious  shortage  of  covering  material  particularly  at 
the  Brampton  Road  Tip.  The  covering  over  has  been  comp¬ 
leted  on  the  Jump  Recreation  Ground  and  some  excavations 
have  been  dumped  at  the  Kitroyd  tip  for  future  covering.  Tip¬ 
ping  continued  during  the  summer  months  to  raise  the 
bank  of  the  River  Dove  and  the  refuse  has  since  been  covered 
over  by  the  Dearne  and  Dove  Internal  Drainage  Board.  Two 
infestations  of  crickets  were  dealt  with  and  all  the  tips  were 
treated  with  insecticides  during  the  year  to  prevent  the  breed¬ 
ing  of  flies. 


The  refuse 

was  disposed  of 

as  follows  : 

Place 

No. 

of  Loads 

Percentage 

Brampton 

•  •  •  •  • 

#  # 

1,504 

50-59% 

Jump  . 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

593 

19-95% 

River  Dove  Bank 

,  , 

,  # 

,  . 

602 

20-25% 

Kitroyd.  Jump 

•  •  •  •  • 

.  . 

,  , 

165 

5-55% 

Greenland  Road 

. 

• 

•  • 

109 

3-66% 

Cleansing  Costs. 

Collection 

Disposal 

Total 

£ 

s 

d 

£  s 

d 

£  s  d 

Total  Costs  : 

4,538 

0 

0 

884  0 

0 

5,422  0  0 

Cost  per 
Estimated  ton: 

11 

4 

2 

3 

13  7 

Cost  per  1 ,000 
population  : 

Cost  per  1 ,000 

242 

10 

11 

47  4 

11 

289  15  10 

premises  : 

839 

11 

10 

163  11 

1 

1.003  2  11 

Gross  Costs  : 

5.575 

0 

0 

912  0 

0 

6,487  0  0 

Income  • 

1.037 

0 

0 

28  0 

0 

1 .065  0  0 

Nett  Costs  : 

4.538 

0 

0 

884  0 

0 

5,422  0  0 
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The  rate  required  for  Public  Cleansing  (Street  Cleansing 
excluded)  was  Is.  9-43d. 

Trade  Refuse, 

The  Council  has  arrangements  to  remove  trade  refuse 
from  24  different  premises.  Some  trade  refuse  is  removed 
free,  on  account  of  its  salvage  value. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District, 

A  total  of  1,393  inspections  were  made  to  investigate 
nuisances  and  986  revisits  were  recorded. 


1,097  informal  notices  were  served  in  connection  with 
the  above  and  937  were  complied,  leaving  160  to  be  carried 
forward  dealing  with  160  nuisances. 


The  following  defects  were  remedied  after  the  service 
of  informal  or  formal  notices,  or  after  interview  with  persons 
concerned. 

Repairs  to  Houses, 

Made  dry  —  Roof  . 

135 

Made  dry  —  Spouting  . 

106 

Made  dry  —  Pointing  or  Structural  Plaster 

105 

Plasterwork  repaired . 

166 

Floors  repaired  . 

62 

Window  frames  repaired  or  renewed 

51 

Door  frames  and  doors  repaired  or  renewed 

59 

Fireranges  repaired  or  renewed . 

89 

Fire-backs  repaired  or  renewed 

23 

Coppers  re-set  or  renewed  . 

11 

Copper  firegrates  renewed  . 

7 

Sinks  renewed  . 

108 

Sash  cords  renewed  . 

32 

Chimneys  repaired  . 

40 

Handrails  fixed  . 

2 
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Drainage. 

Drains  reconstructed,  repaired  or  opened  out  .  43 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  133 

Inspection  Chamber  Covers  renewed  .  37 

Sink  Gullies  renewed  .  5 

Vent  shafts  provided  or  repaired  .  9 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

Water  Closet  Fittings  repaired  or  renewed  .  135 

Water  Service  pipes  repaired  .  Ill 

Water  Closet  Structural  repairs  .  62 

Dust  Bins  renewed  or  provided  .  317 

Cleansing  of  Dirty  Sanitary  Conveniences  .  14 

Additional  Sanitary  Accommodation  .  5 

Miscellaneous 

Yards  Paved  or  Pavements  renewed  .  38 

Larger  Diameter  Water  Services  installed  94 

Steps  repaired  .  3 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  cleared  .  7 

Boundary  and  Screen  Walls  rebuilt  .  11 

Water  Services  repaired  13 

Verminous  houses  cleansed  .  27 

Permanent  Ventilation  provided  .  4 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  .  5 

Sundry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Referred  to  other  Departments  : 

Water  Board  :  35.  Surveyor  :  37. 

115  of  the  above  matters  were  dealt  with  by  statutory 
notices  where  owners  or  persons  concerned  failed  within  a 
reasonable  time  to  abate  nuisances  or  to  execute  works 
required. 
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87  of  these  notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  44  relating  to  nuisances,  18  to  sanitary  accomm¬ 
odation,  15  to  the  provision  of  drainage  and  10  to  paving  and 
drainage. 

28  notices  relating  to  inadequate  water  supply  were 
served  under  the  Public  Health  Act  and  the  Water  Act,  1945. 

68  of  these  notices  had  been  complied  with  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 


Salvage  Reclamation, 

The  income  derived  from  salvage  during  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1950  was  £955/7/ld. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£ 

s 

d 

Waste  Paper 

117 

0 

2 

0 

750 

0 

11 

Textiles 

9 

13 

1 

25 

103 

11 

5 

Bones 

3 

1 

0 

0 

17 

10 

9 

Ferrous  Metals 

6 

9 

0 

0 

23 

1 

3 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

1 

2 

0 

24 

38 

18 

2 

Bottles  and  Jars 

1 

5 

2 

16 

13 

2 

7 

“Cullet” 

5 

4 

0 

0 

9 

2 

0 

Bonus,  Board  of  Trade 

31 

15 

6 

The  total  weight  of  salvage  was  143  tons  15  cwts.  3  qrs. 

A  number  of  stock  feeders  regularly  collect  Kitchen 
Waste  from  canteens,  Fish  Frying  and  other  food  preparing 
premises. 

Owing  to  the  marked  improvement  in  the  supply  of 
fibrous  materials  used  in  the  paper  and  board  making  industry, 
the  Board  of  Trade  decided  in  June  to  remove  the  compulsory 
salvage  obligations  directing  Local  Authorities  to  collect  waste 
papers. 


Supply  and  demand  considerations  eventually  brought 
down  the  prices  firms  were  willing  to  pay  for  waste  paper  and 
the  effect  of  these  reductions  on  this  Authority  were  as  follows 
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Grade 

Newsprint  from 

Books  6  Mags  from 
Paper  &  Board  from 


£13  5s.  Od.  to  £8 

£1 1  1 5s.  Od.  to  £7 
£  6  7s.  6d.  to  £5 


Percentage 

reduction 

per  ton 

Os. 

Od. 

39-6% 

Os. 

Od. 

31-9% 

Os. 

Od. 

21-6% 

The  Board  of  Trade  pointed  out  that  the  cancellation  of 
the  Direction  did  not  imply  that  there  should  be  any  relaxation 
of  organised  collections  by  those  Local  Authorities  who  are 
assured  of  an  outlet  for  their  waste  paper. 


In  the  ten  years  since  the  department  commenced  the 
salvage  of  waste  paper  in  1940,  to  the  end  of  the  Financial 
Year  March,  1950,  957  tons  of  waste  paper  has  been  collected 
and  the  income  derived  from  the  sale  of  same  amounted  to 
£5,914. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WARD, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent 
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